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Anocording to International Pabent Classification {IPC) or ta beth naticnal classification and IPC
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Y paragraphs [0038] - [6PA52]; figures 1-2 5
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claims 1,8
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X US 2011/130659 ALl (CINQUIN PHILIPPE [FR] 1,2,4.6,
ET AL) 2 June 2011 (2011-06-02) 9-12
A paragraphs [0043] - [0058]; figure 1 3,5,7.8,
paragraph [0692] 13
Y US 6 032 673 A (SAVAGE GEORGE M [US] ET 5
AL) 7 March 2000 (2000-03-87)
A column 11, 1ines 1-64; figures 1A-2B 1,2,6.,7,
columm 16, 1ine 5 - column 18, line 60; 9-12

figures 8, 10-13

Form PCT/I84/210 {zontinuation of second aheet) [April 2008}



(17) JP 2015-505686 A 2015.2.26

International applieation No.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/1B2012/056758

BoxNo.ll  Observatlons where certaln clalms were found unsearchable (Continuation of ltem 2 of first sheet)

This internaticnal search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Aricle 17(2)(a) for the following reascns:

1. D Claims Nos.:

becauss they relate to subject meattar not required to be searched by this Authority, namaly:

2. m Claims Nos.: 14-25

because they relate to parts of the intematienal application that do not comply with the preacribed requirements te such
an extent that no meaningful international search e¢an be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nas.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Eox No.lll Observations where unity of Invention Is lacking (Gontinuation of tem 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Autherity found multiple inventions in thia international application, as follows:

1. As all required additional search fees were timsly paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all saarchakle
claima.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. Az only some of the required additional search fess were timaly paid by the applicant, this international search repart covers
only those elaima for which fees were paid, specifically ¢laima Nos. :

4. D No required additisnal asarch fees wers timely paid by the applicant. Gonseguently, this international search repott is
restriciad to the invention first mentioned in the daims; it is coverad by dlaims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Farm PCTASAL10 (cantinuation of first shast (2)) (April 2005}
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International Applicatian No. PCT/ 1B2012/ 056758

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA!/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 14-25

Method claims 14-25 define a method for treatment of the human or animal
body by therapy or surgery practised on the human or animal body, because
the step of "[...] visual guidance component to pass to a target through
a port [...] guiding (706} an ultrasonic probe along the path [...]"
(claims 14 and 22) is seen as a surgical step performed on a patient. The
description discloses solely the use of “[...] surgical ports [...]" (p.
11 1. 12) and to a target inside a patient (p. 7 1. 14-158). Therefore no
search has been performed for the subject-matter of these claims (see
Article 17 (2) PCT and Rule 39.1.(iv) PCT) and no written opinion is
required for the subject-matter of these method claims (see Rule 43bis.1
and Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT).

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no internaticnal search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1{e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPD
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds inte the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-1V, 7.2),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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